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and diabetes and also gives a good idea as to the mobt

favourably received theories in regard to etiology and
pathology. I

LIBRARY TABLE.

A Nurse’s Handbook of Obstetrios. By JOSEPH BROWN
COOKE, M.D. Philadelphia and London : J. B. Lippincott
and Co. 1904. Pp. 391. Price 9s. net.-This book is

primarily intended for the pupils in the New York City
Training School for Nurses, with which the author is

associated. The work is a good example of its kind and
.contains just that amount of information which it is

’necessary for every maternity nurse to know. Some of the
author’s teaching we are inclined to disagree with but on the
whole the book forms a very fair and trustworthy guide
for an intelligent nurse. We notice that a correct descrip-
tion of the advantages of the binder is given and Dr. Cooke
does not repeat the old fallacy that the binder has any real
effect in preserving the patient’s figure. The instructions

given with regard to the changing of the vulvar pads are
.good, but we are surprised to find that the position on the
back is recommended as the best for passing the catheter.
In our experience the lateral position is in every way prefer-
able and enables the catheter to be passed much more easily
and readily, especially when the parts are swollen after

labour. We are aware that nurses are usually taught to pass
this instrument when the patient is lying on her back but
a trial of the lateral position will very soon convince any-
one that this is the easier and better method. The statement
on p. 20 that when eclampsia originates after labour it is
of a far more serious character than when it occurs either
before or during labour is hardly warranted by the facts. On

p. 205 the method of packing the uterus with gauze for post-
partum haemorrhage is given undue prominence. It is a
procedure which is practically never necessary if the hot
douche is used properly. In Chapter XIX. on the Manage-
ment of the Puerperium the nurse is instructed to hold the
fundus uteri through the abdominal wall for one full hour
after the birth of the child, but nowhere in this chapter do we
find any mention at all of the expression of the placenta and
there is nothing to tell us that the author is assuming that
he placenta has already been expressed. If it has not been

expressed then the directions as to the arrest of haemorrhage
are misleading and if it has been then there is no necessity
to hold the uterus for one whole hour after this has occurred.
We are glad to see that the old-fashioned method of

hardening the nipples with brandy or some similar lotion is
not recommended but the very sound advice is given to
soften them before labour with lanoline or some similar
’.substance to prepare them for suckling. The illustrations are
atisfactory. There is a very useful glossary and the book is
one which we can recommend as suitable to nurses.

1VaQ"&aacute;, Look, and Co.’s Illustrated Guide Books. London,
1905. Twenty-sixth edition. Pp. 336. Price Is.-That a

.book has reached its twenty-sixth edition shows pretty well
- that it answers the purpose for which it was written, and the

.guide now before us will certainly be found very useful by
hose for whom it is mainly written-namely, the country-
man and the foreigner. We notice one curious omission

n the section entitled " The Railways of London." The

metropolitan termini of the various companies are given,
Cannon-street being alluded to, but there is no mention of

’-Chafing Cross, except incidentally under the heading of

Charing Cross Station on the " Underground" which is
described as being " close to South Eastern and Chatham
terminus of same name."

Medical Fhilology. Gathered by L. M. GRIFFITHS,
M.R.C.S. Eng. Part I., A--El. Bristol : J. W. Arrowsmith.
1905. Pp. 100. Price 2s.6d.-The matter contained in this
4book is an enlarged edition of papers which appeared in the

Bristol Medioo- Gltir1t rg.ioal Journal in a department of the
journal established under the editorship of the late Mr. Greig
Smith. The words dealt with are mostly taken from the
"Promptorium Parvulorum " and from the " Catholicon

Anglicum," two fifteenth-century English-Latin word-books.
Mr. Griffiths has got together a vast amount of interesting
information. For instance, many readers of Anstey’s de-
lightful " New Bath Guide " must have been puzzled by the
following passage in Letter XI. :-

" See little Bob Jerom, old Chrysostom’s son,
With a chitterlin shirt, and a buckle of stone."

Chitterlings, of course, are "the inwards or hogs’ guts
dressed for food which are much shrivelled or curled up, from
whence the cambric ornaments worn upon the shirts of most
men at this (1750) time are so called, because of their being
gathered in folds or plaits " (Dyche and Pardou’s Dic-

tionary). We look forward with interest to the remaining
parts of Mr. Griffiths’s book.
How to Keep" ’&deg; ’et," or the Sailor’s Guide to Health in all

Parts of the World. By Fleet-Surgeon W. G. K. BARNES,
M.D. R.U.I., R.N. Portsmouth : Gale and Polden. Pp. 37.
Price 3d.-This little book has received warm commenda-
tion from Lord Charles Beresford and we quite agree
with his opinion. The directions are admirable and are

expressed in perfectly plain and simple language. Not only
men in the Royal navy or in the army but also civilians will
profit largely by reading them. We see that Fleet-Surgeon
Barnes recommends (p. 28) oil of pennyroyal to keep away
mosquitoes. In our experience the oil of mentha pulegium
is of little use, whereas we have found the oil from the

pennyroyal of the United States (hedeoma pulegioides)
decidedly successful.

Obstetr&iacute;osfor Nurses. By JOSEPH B. DE LEE, M.D. Fully
illustrated. London, Philadelphia, and New York : W. B.
Saunders and Co. 1904. Pp. 460. Price 12s. net.-This
book considers two subjects-obstetrics for nurses and

obstetric nursing, and the author has combined them so that
they may be mutually helpful one to the other. The work

is divided into three parts ; the first deals with the anatomy
ind physiology of the reproductive system, the second with
nursing during labour and in the puerperium, and the

hird with the pathology of pregnancy, labour, and the
puerperium. We are glad to see that the author recommends
during pregnancy the application of cocoa butter or albolene
o the nipples instead of the astringent washes or alcohol
so commonly employed, for as he points out the nipples
should not be hardened but rather kept soft and pliable.
rhe directions for the care of premature infants are par-
ticularly good and so is the section on the various methods of
Lrtincial feeding. There are an appendix on visiting nursing
n obstetric practice and a useful glossary and full index.
Chis is a book which can be recommended to nurses.

A Tet-book of Gynaeology. Edited by CHARLES A. L.
IEED, A.M., M.D., Professor of Clinical Gynecology in the
Medical Department of the University of Cincinnati. Second
idition, revised. London and New York : D. Appleton
md Co. 1904. Royal 8vo, pp. 900. Price 21s. net.-

Chis work has passed through successive printings with such
’apidity since its first appearance that no very extensive
’evision has been necessary. In the present edition, how-
;ver, some changes have been made and some of the para-
graphs, more especially those relating to details of treatment
md technique, have been rewritten. The book retains its
essential characters quite unaltered and we noticed the
irst edition at length in the issue of THE LANCET of
ov. 2nd, 1901. There is no change in the number of pages
md the list of the contributors remains the same. It is a pity
hat in producing a so-called second edition the editor did
iot seize the opportunity to carry out a more complete
’evision. The treatment advocated on page 424 for the
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removal of polypi from the interior of the uterus S

by the employment of the old-fashioned wire ecraseur a

would then no doubt have been amended. We cannot q

imagine any modern surgeon employing such a useless and p
antiquated method of dealing with these tumours. Further ’I’

down the page we are told that in the case of large polypi I
the cervix should be incised and then dilated with the finger t

or a steel dilator-a very certain way of tearing the tissues
with no corresponding advantages. Surely it is time the 1
old fallacy that haemorrhage takes place from the pedicle of -<
these tumours after their removal, which cannot be quite c

controlled either by a gauze plug or a hot douche, should no t

longer find any place in a so-called modern text-book. A &eacute;
number of minor errors, mainly in the spelling of names and <

in the references, still remain and detract from the value of (

the work. The volume is, on the whole, one which presents 
"

many features of interest and a good deal of originality in i

its arrangement, but like all works by a number of authors
there are a certain amount of overlapping and a great differ-
ence in the merits of the various sections.

The P1’inoiples and Praotio&egrave; of Asepsis. By A. S. V ALLACR,
M.B. and Ch.M. Syd., Surgeon to the Berrima District Hos-
pital, New South Wales. London : Bailliere, Tindall, and
Cox. 1905. Pp. 95. Price 2s. 6d. net.-The aim of the
author of this small volume has been to describe a practical
and efficient system of asepsis. He lays especial stress upon
points which are sometimes neglected in works of this kind.
The first is the importance of conserving tissue resistance ;
the second is the advisability of avoiding contamination of the
hands with microbes of high virulence ; and the third is the
extreme difficulty of sterilising organic substances such as
catgut. There is an introduction by Dr. W. J. Smyly in
which he states his opinion that" this work is a useful addition
to the literature of this most important subject." Dr. Smyly
writes that he thinks that the most important facts clearly
brought out in this work appear to me to be that it is

impossible by any known method to render hands which have
been already contaminated with septic matter pure, and that
therefore it is necessary to cover them with sterilised rubber

gloves." The book is written in a simple and plain manner, it
is quite destitute of padding, and in it the busy practitioner
will find the views of the most successful operators expressed;
by following the rules laid down he will be able to bring his
own operation cases to a successful issue. The author

regards rubber gloves as the greatest advance in asepsis
since the practice of boiling instruments was introduced.
At p. 29 it is stated that a solution of perchloride of

mercury in glycerine is inert, yet it is, we believe, used
largely as a lubricant. At p. 74 there is a very evident

error in the wording of the axiom dealing with the great
principle of the treatment of wounds. The axiom as printed
is controverted by the corollary. This printer’s error should
not have escaped the reader of the proof. It sounds almost

paradoxical to state that in dressing a septic wound aseptic
precautions should be observed, yet this is most necessary,
lest a fresh variety of microbe may increase the virulence of
the infection. The little book will repay those who read it.

The Sanitary Inspeotor’s Handbook. By ALBERT TAYLOR,
Member of the Royal Sanitary Institute. Fourth edition,
with illustrations. London: H. K. Lewis. Pp. 455. Price
6s. net.-This work has been thoroughly revised, illustrations
added, and the text and index amplified, but the arrange-
ment of the subjects remains as in the last edition. To the

alphabetical synopsis of the law of public health as applic-
able to England and Wales and to the metropolis contained
in the second edition the provisions of the Public Health
(Scotland) Act, 1897, have been added in a separate column.
1Bhe by-laws of the London County Council relating to the
construction of drains, water-closets, soil-pipes, and to the
depositing of the drain plans have also been inserted.

anitary inspectors and those seeking to qualify for such-

ppointments will find the book a useful guide upon all’

uestions concerned in their official work. The book supplies
ractical information and it may safely be consulted by those
rho take an interest in sanitary subjects. We note a few
rinter’s errors but the general get-up of the book-the print,
he paper, and the illustrations-is good.
Essays in Pzcritanism. By ANDREW MACPHAIL. London :

’.FisherUnwin. 1905. Pp. 257. Price 6s.-The essays s
hich make up this book were first read before a company
If artists who "had the traditional antipathy of their class
owards the spirit of Puritanism." Those who read them
Lre asked to keep this local circumstance in view. The

;ssays are five in number ; they treat of the lives and doings
)f Jonathan Edwards, John Winthrop, Margaret Fuller,
ffalter Whitman, and John Wesley. The essays are written

n an interesting way and contain much that is edifying
md instructive ; occasionally, though rarely, passages are
amusing.
In Loco Parentis: : Chapters on Institution Life and Work.

By the Rev. MARSHALL GEORGE VINE, B.A., Warden and
Resident Chaplain of the Philanthropic Society’s Farm
School, Redhill, Surrey. With a Preface by JAMES
RANVILLE LEGGE, His Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Home
Office Schools. London: John Murray. 1905. Pp. 83.
Price 2s. 6d. net.-This book can be commended to the

notice of all engaged in the bringing up of children. It

its one which will charm and cheer parents and guardians-
md at the same time strengthen the resolve of all those-

who are doing their best to bring up boys to be good
men and good citizens of the empire. The idea of writing:
these chapters was derived from reading Mr. A. C. Benson’s’
lately published book " The Schoolmaster." It occurred’
to the author that he might be able to encourage and
to strengthen the hands of some of his fellow workers
in institution schools if he were to offer some remarks
derived from his considerable experience of such work.

Although the book deals specially with the boys received
into the institutional schools, yet we know of no class of
boys or of instructors to which the sound sense contained
in this volume does not apply. As the author truly says,.
"the key to all influence over children is to gain their
confidence and love, if these be won the moulding of
character becomes an easier task." Mr. Vine pleads for a
preliminary diagnosis of character, for a consideration of the
best place in which to put each boy, and for the thinking.
out and the adoption from the very first of a deliberate line
of training to suit each boy. He also pleads for the special
training of masters in the sacredness of their trust, in the-

study of discipline and how to enforce it, in the importance
of conscientiousness in the discharge of duty, and in the
domestic aspect and unity of the school household. The

words " credo, spero, amo," express the principles which
should animate institution work and school life, the chapters,
of this book inculcate the concrete application of them.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-At a special meeting of
the supporters of this hospital held on May 9th under the
presidency of Mr. H. A. Harben, chairman of the boa1T&oacute;
of management, the Mayor of Paddington proposed’ a
motion, which was unanimously adopted, to the effect
I That this special meeting of governors and subscribers-
to St. Mary’s Hospital is of opinion that it is of the

highest importance to the welfare of the hospital that
the .&60,000 required (1) for the completion of the
work of enlargement and improvement which has now
been in progress for upwards of 12 years, and (2) for ree-

leasing the general maintenance fund from debt, be obtained
without trenching on the small invested capital of the
hospital which represents the accumulated savings of half a
century, and that the annual income be increased to meet
the enlarged expenditure entailed by the increased size 06
the hospital."


